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November 6, 1991
UM SENIOR NOMINATED FOR JAMES MADISON FELLOWSHIP 
MISSOULA —
UM senior Michelle Kirkland of Missoula is the University's sole 
nominee for a James Madison Fellowship this year. If she wins,
Kirkland will receive up to $24,000 for two years of graduate study in 
American history, with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution.
"I was really taken off guard" by the nomination, Kirkland said in 
an interview. "It just kind of dropped in my lap."
Kirkland, 25, is the daughter of Elmer and Edna Whitney of 
Missoula. She majors in history, political science and secondary 
education. When she graduates in March, Kirkland will be eligible to 
teach at the junior and senior high’ levels— which is what she had 
planned on doing until the Madison fellowship came along.
"I wasn't thinking of graduate school in the near future,"
Kirkland said. But now, if she wins, she intends to apply to Ohio 
State University and work on a master's in history.
After fulfilling the fellowship requirement of teaching for two 
years after graduate school, Kirkland said she is interested in 
possibly going into politics or in studying law.
"I'm interested in the law as it relates to politics, civil 
rights, the Constitution," she said, "not just in going into private 
practice as a lawyer.
Fellowship winners will be announced in the spring.
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